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The extreme action of the District Magistrate has created a strong
sense of excitement and indignation amongst the public here. . . . Amass
meeting . . . was held . . . and appropriate resolutions passed. . . .
The resolutions passed at the public meeting held in Buland-
shahr congratulate the accused on his self-control, bravery and
resignation. But I have grave doubts as to the propriety of the
use of the adjectives. Why did not the accused utter a word of
protest? Why did he not refuse to be tried by the so-called
Magistrate? The Magistrate clearly committed a crime, and so
did the unwilling constable. Did the accused remain dumb because
of love and humility ? Silence or passivity must not be used as a
cloak for fear or worse. Was not the attitude of the Brothers more
manly and natural? There are occasions such as the one at
Bulandshahr, when a man's own strength must be his sole protec-
tion. And I have no doubt, that the Brothers, when they defied
the court, had in mind the political debility of their countrymen*
HINDUSTANI IN COURTS
Dr. Kichlew deserves congratulations for his having de-
clined to speak in English. Save on rare occasions we should cer-
tainly insist on giving evidence before the courts in our mother
tongue. The best of us are at a disadvantage, when we have to
speak or argue in English. And if all refused to use any but their
own language, we should soon get rid of translators, and the
judges will be obliged to know the language of the province in
which they serve. In no other part of the world are judges igno-
rant of the language of the people among whom they dispense
justice.
CAUSE OF DECAY
A correspondent asks, "Is it not true that the loss of Hindu
kingdoms is on account of the people having attained to the
highest order of spirituality?" I do not think so. We know as
a matter of fact, that the Hindus have lost each time for want of
spirituality, in other words moral stamina. The Rajputs fought
amongst themselves for trifles and lost India. Of personal bra-
very there was a great deal, but of real spirituality there was a
great dearth at the time. Why did Ravana lose and Rama with
his monkeys win if it was not for the latter's spirituality? Did
not the Pandavas win because of their superior spirituality? We
often confuse spiritual knowledge with spiritual attainment. Spiri-
tuality is not a matter of lemming scriptures and engaging in philo-
sophical discussions. It is a matter of heart-culture, of immeasur-